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EMOTIONS have run high in 
the wake of last week’s  coun-
cil decision to award Cr Gwen 
Griffen $279 for backdated trav-
el expenses to and from council 
meetings, however Cr Griffen 
maintains she has done nothing 
wrong.

 Cr Griffen admits to being as-
tounded at the backlash her claim 
has caused, however said she was 
also disappointed that some peo-
ple had attempted to use the issue 
to damage her own reputation at 
the expense of council.

Cr Griffen said she had accepted 
the amount Council had seen fit to 
allow and was satisfied due proc-
ess had been followed.

“In all my time as a councillor I 
have never claimed expenses,” Cr 
Griffen told the Independent.

Cr Griffen said in deciding to 
make a claim, she had tried only to 
be as thorough as possible in the 
interests of transparency.

“I always demand everything 
at council be strictly above-board 
and I don’t make any different rule 
for myself,” Cr Griffen said.

“It had been suggested that 
I put my claim in through the 
usual process, but I insisted that 
it be transparent and go before 
council.

“I even asked the opinion of a 
solicitor to ensure that I was not 
asking for anything that I was 
not entitled to under the current 
policy.”

Councillors at last week’s month-
ly council meeting were asked to 
consider a claim by Cr Griffen for 
an estimated $3115 in taxi fares to 
and from 449 meetings over her 17 
years as a councillor.

In her statement of claim, Cr 
Griffen, who does not drive, esti-
mated she had used taxis for 90 
per cent of those journeys.

Gunnedah Shire Council voted 
to deny Cr Griffen’s claims for the 
entire amount during its meeting 
on Wednesday night and award her 
only the equivalent of a year’s taxi 
expenses.

Gunnedah Mayor Adam Mar-
shall said that while Cr Griffen’s 
claim was technically legitimate 
under current policy, it wasn’t 
within the spirit of the policy.

“Under the current policy, all 
councillors are entitled to claim 
travel expenses related to coun-
cil business, within a reasonable 
time-frame,” Cr Marshall said.

“Unfortunately, that reasonable 
time-frame has never been defined 
– an oversight which council has 
since moved to remedy.”

CONTINUED PAGE 2

FARMERS will be given the option to 
either sell-out or put-up with noise, dust 
and the cumulative impacts of open-cut 
coal mines in the Maules Creek area, as 
a result of last week’s conditional plan-
ning approval for the Boggabri Coal mine 
expansion.

The second and final Planning Assessment 
Commission for the project last week, found 
that the potential impacts of the mine on bio-
diversity are substantial; that the cumulative 
impact of further mines might be considerably 
more significant, but also that “the informa-
tion on which to base a detailed final response 
to these potential biodiversity impacts across 
the mining precinct is not yet available”.

Despite this, the PAC granted conditional 
approval based on the completion of a bio-
diversity management report and ongoing 

monitoring of environmental pollution (dust 
and noise), albeit with significantly tightened 
conditions.

Farmers have welcomed the recommen-
dations the combined Maules Creek and 
Boggabri Coal mines would be considered as 
the one precinct, as well for tightened noise 
limits and dust monitoring, however say the 
recommendations merely set the scene for 
a big buy-out of farming land by the mining 
companies.

Maules Creek Community Council spokes-
man Phil Laird said the PAC decision ulti-
mately gave up on the question of agricul-
ture's coexistence with mining.

“On the surface of it, there are some posi-
tives contained in the PAC decision,” Mr Laird 
said.

“For example, the Department of Planning 
recommendations had suggested noise limits 

of 40 decibels, however there would be a 10 
decibel margin for error, meaning companies 
would only breach their conditions at 50 
decibels.

“The second PAC said 'no-way', the limit is 
not flexible and even decided it was too high, 
lowering the noise limits to 35 decibels.”

The recommendations however do not 
mean companies must stop work or develop-
ment, nor do they require the company to 
actually avoid a breach of these limits.

“All this effectively does is increase the zone 
of affectation – that area which is effected by 
the mine fall-out,” he said.

“So, as the company gets closer to the farm, 
and the noise increases, once it reaches 35 
decibels, the company must offer to buy the 
farm.

CONTINUED PAGE 5

JAPANESE company Idemitsu plans to increase production at the Boggabri Coal Mine from current levels of 1.5 million tonnes to up to 7 million 
tonnes of coal per year, under an expansion plan, approved last week by a second Planning Assessment Commission.
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Farmers told sell-out or put-up
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Under the terms of a second Planning Assessment Commission recommendation for  approval, the existing 
Boggabri Coal Mine would expand four-fold, producing up to 7 million tonnes of coal per year.

The expansion of Property 
Identification Codes (PICs) to 
cover additional livestock spe-
cies will strengthen biosecurity 
and improve NSW’s capacity to 
respond to animal disease and 
food safety incidents, Depart-
ment of Primary Industries 
(DPI) executive Director Bruce 
Christie, said today. 

In NSW it is already a require-
ment for owners of cattle, sheep, 
goats and pigs to have a PIC when 
trading or moving livestock. 

“From September 1, this year 
anyone who keeps livestock includ-
ing sheep, cattle, goats, pigs, deer, 
bison, buffalo, camels, horses, don-
keys, llama, alpaca or 100 or more 
poultry birds will be required to 
obtain a PIC regardless of whether 
they are trading or moving ani-
mals,” Mr Christie said. 

“It is estimated that up to 33,000 
new PICs will be required over the 
next three years.”

Mr Christie said that by estab-
lishing clear traceability back to 
specific properties, the depart-
ment is well placed to quickly 
and effectively respond to animal 

disease outbreaks or other food 
safety issues. 

“The expansion of PICs to cover 
the additional livestock species 
completes the picture in our live-
stock tracing system and follows 
requests from the horse industry 
to expand the scheme to proper-
ties carrying horses,” he said. 

“In the event of an exotic animal 
disease outbreak, DPI and Live-
stock Health and Pest Authorities 
(LHPA) can draw on PICs to iden-
tify the location of a property and 
its associated livestock, as well as 
contact details for the owner or 
occupier.” 

Mr Christie said the new meas-
ure is a critical component of 
NSW’s biosecurity strategy and 
helps to shore up our ongoing 
access to international markets. 

“Australia is recognised globally 
for producing clean and safe, qual-
ity meat products,” he said.   

“To maintain this enviable repu-
tation it is important that we con-
tinue to enhance our biosecurity 
measures and ensure we are on the 
front foot when it comes to disease 
outbreaks.” 

PICs needed for all 
stock movements

COMMeNTING on the 
approval of the expansion 
of Idemitsu’s Boggabri Coal 
Project, Gunnedah Shire 
Mayor Adam Marshall said he 
was pleased to see conditions 
addressing increasing rail traf-
fic in Gunnedah.

He said he was however, dis-
appointed that there was no 
requirement for the company to 
make community contributions 
to Gunnedah Shire.

The approval allows the project 
to expand and increase maxi-
mum production by 1.5 million 
tonnes up to 7 million tonnes per 
annum.

Cr Marshall said Council 
had made a submission on the 
project’s environmental assess-
ment raising concerns about the 
assessment of the cumulative 
impact of increased rail traffic 
associated with the increase in 
coal production at the mine.

“Currently, there is a single train 
which services the Boggabri mine 
which travels through Gunne-
dah twice daily. The approved 
increased coal production will 
increase the number of trains 

required to up to three, or six 
movements daily through Gunne-
dah – a three-fold increase,” Cr 
Marshall said.

“This adds to the cumulative 
affect of coal trains literally cut-
ting Gunnedah in two on a daily 
basis as level crossings continue 
to be blocked more often.”

Cr Marshall said council was 
“very pleased” to see two condi-
tions inserted into the approval 
to address the rail traffic issue, in 
response to the concerns raised.

One would require Boggabri 
Coal to “liaise with Gunnedah 
Shire Council regarding the 
recommendations made in the 
Gunnedah Traffic Study for miti-
gating impacts of coal rail trans-
portation on road safety and con-
gestion in the Gunnedah LGA”.

The company would also be 
required to, within 12 months of 
the completion of the Gunnedah 
Traffic Study, provide a report of 
the outcomes of this liaison and 
identify “any proposals recom-
mended by either the [company] 
or the council towards imple-
menting reasonable and feasible 
recommendations, to the satis-
faction of the Director-General”.

 The report also notes that 
“any contribution by the Propo-
nent should be on an equitable 
basis with other coal project rail 
users”.

“This outcome is quite pleas-
ing and should ensure Boggabri 
Coal’s involvement and contribu-
tion in solving this very serious 
community safety issue,” he said.

Cr Marshall said council was 
bitterly disappointed that the 
approval placed no onus on the 
company to make community 
contributions to Gunnedah 
Shire for local infrastructure or 
services.

He said that communities 
affected by mining, such as 
Gunnedah, couldn’t continue to 
absorb the cost of the impacts of 
a growing resources sector with-
out being given any assistance.

“Something has to give – either 
the NSW Government has to do 
what its coalition partners have 
done in Western Australia and 
now Queensland or introduce 
legislation to allow councils to 
recoup the cost of the impacts 
from the mining companies them-
selves,” Cr Marshall said.

Continued from page 1
“Farmers can effectively chose 

to take up the offer, sell-out and go 
elsewhere, or we can chose to stay 
and endure the long term cumula-
tive effects on our health, on our 
quality of living.”

Mr Laird said the PAC deci-
sion for Boggabri Coal, set-up the 
idea of a Maules Creek mining 
precinct.

“[The decision] does say the 
Maules Creek Project will be con-
sidered in conjunction with the 
Boggabri Coal expansion, but that 
is only in determining who pays 
for the cumulative environmental 
impacts,” he said.

“If the mining noise reaches 
more than 35 decibels from the 
combined mines, the first mine 

would have to buy the farm, then 
seek redress from the other.

“That doesn't do much for the 
farmer, who has been here for gen-
erations and is being evicted by 
unliveable conditions.”

Mr Laird said it was “no real 
choice” and that in the absence of 
proper regional air monitoring, the 
easiest and safest option would be 
to clear-out.

“At least those who are affected 
and want to, can sell-up and move 
on, but they will be hard-pressed 
to find as good soil at the same 
price,” he said.

“The issue is some of us don't 
want to go – so we have to live 
with the conditions; perhaps we 
are forced move to Boggabri or 
Gunnedah and commute to our 
farms, but this is not coexistence 
on fair terms.”

Boggabri Coal PAC moves 
to consider traffic impacts

Tighter conditions, 
but same result

ZZ
11
94
1

Carlton Cold Stubbies
24x375ml bottles

$3799

Hahn Super Dry
24X330ml bottles

$4499 Cruiser 
4.6% RTD 
Range
4x275ml 
bottles

Wild Turkey 
5% Range
4x340ml 
bottles or 
4x375ml 
cans

Woodstock 
Honey & 
Cola
4x375ml 
cans

SAVE UP 
TO $3

Jacob’s 
Creek 
Classic or 
Rosemount 
Blends 
Ranges
750ml 
bottles

Carlton Mid Strength 
24x375ml Bottles

$3699

XXXX Gold
24x375ml cans or bottles

$3699

Carlton Dry & Fusions
24x355ml bottles

$3999

Bundy UP 4.6% 
or Johnnie 
Walker Red 
4.6% Ranges
6x375ml cans or 
6x345ml bottles

SAVE UP 
TO $3

$21.99 
EACH

$12.99 
EACH

SAVE UP 
TO $5

SAVE UP 
TO $6

2 FOR 
$25

2 FOR 
$32

SAVE UP 
TO $7

3 FOR 
$20

$363699

FREE STUBBY 
HOLDER WITH 
EVERY 2X4PK 
PURCHASED

MARQUIS ST
GUNNEDAH
(formerly Co-op Liquor)

Ph. 6742 5999GUNNEDAH CELLARS


